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Despite Recession, New Yorkers Gather in Support of Education for Israeli Children
Youth Renewal Fund Celebrates its 20th Anniversary


April 17, 2009 – Youth Renewal Fund (YRF) will hold its 20th Anniversary Gala on May 5, 2009, at Gotham Hall. Nearly 300 people are expected to attend the benefit, which will raise funding for YRF’s education programs that serve disadvantaged Israeli children. In this challenging global economy, YRF’s New York donor community is more committed than ever to conquering poverty through improved education opportunities. 
YRF was founded as a grassroots effort by four young New Yorkers in 1989. In its 20-year history, the organization has implemented more than $23 million in education programming for more than 70,000 impoverished Israeli children.

This year’s event will honor YRF Board member and longtime supporter, Robert Sheft, President and CEO of Simply Floored, LLC. It is co-chaired by Michael Gross, Senior Partner, Magnetar Capital; Sam Katz, Managing Partner, TZP Group LLC; Marc Rowan, Founding Partner, Apollo Management; and Curtis Schenker, CEO, Scoggin Capital Management.
The “Mediterranean-inspired” affair will feature cocktails, festive décor, lounge seating for dinner, and a relaxed atmosphere suited to the current economic climate. A silent auction and raffle of donated luxury items will help raise additional funding for YRF’s programs. Miri Ben-Ari, “The Hip Hop Violinist,” will complete the evening with a brief performance.
Youth Renewal Fund is a registered 501c3 nonprofit. Donations from YRF’s Board of Directors currently cover all operating and overhead expenses for the organization, ensuring that all funds raised through the 20th Anniversary Gala will go directly to programs in Israel.
Corporate sponsors of the event include:
ACI Capital Co.; Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld; Apollo Management; Bank of America; Deloitte; Deutsche Bank; Houlihan Lokey; KPMG; MacAndrews & Forbes, Morgan Stanley; Murray Devine; National Financial Partners; PricewaterhouseCoopers; Q Capital Strategies; RR Donnelley; Weil Gotshal & Manges.
Tickets starting at $500 and tables starting at $7,500. More information can be obtained at www.youthrenewalfund.org/gala.
